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Glad Tidings  

Volume 28, Issue 3      Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Gaithersburg, MD         April 2009 

Worship with Us During 
Holy Week and Easter! 
Maundy Thursday April 9 at 7:30 pm 
Good Friday April 10 at 7:30 pm 
Easter Vigil  April 11 at 8:00 pm 
Easter Sunday April 12 at 8:30 and 11 am 
Easter Egg Hunt April 12 at 9:45 am 
 

April Highlights 
Every Sunday 
8:30 am Contemporary Worship 

9:45 am    Sunday school 

11:00 am Traditional Worship 

Nursery available throughout the morning.  
 

Every Tuesday 
10:00 am Quilters  

5:30 pm High School Youth Group 
 

Every Wednesday 
8:45 am  Prayer Time in the Sanctuary  

Noon Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

7:30 pm    Bible Study with Pastor Sarah 

7:30 pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

Every Thursday 
5:00 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 pm Grace Notes 
 

Every Saturday 
7:45 am Men’s Group 

5:00 pm Saturday Evening Worship 

Have You Seen the “New” 
Sanctuary? 
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From Pastor 
Sarah … 
 

Pastor Sarah Scherschligt 
(pastor@poplutheran.org; 
301-869-3666) 

 
In the month of April, 
we will make history. 

Yes, yes, you might be thinking, we will make 
history with a great creation care carnival on 
April 19, and the first planting of our garden. 
True, but that’s not the history-making that 
I’m talking about.   
 
I’m talking about making the history of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Each Passion Week 
(the week between Palm Sunday and Easter), 
we re-live Jesus’ last days on Earth through a 
set of very particular worship services in which 
we do peculiar things. It culminates in Easter, 
but you are missing something if you only come 
then.    
 
Over the week, we make history by reviving 
the whole story of Jesus’ last days through 
symbol, song and ritual. We live the story and 
on Easter morning, we will shout “He is risen.” 
Present tense.   
 
History seems like it should be past tense. Over 
and done with. Case closed. Looking at Passion 
Week from that perspective, Good Friday 
wouldn’t be a mournful day. No need for the 
sad songs, he rose again. The Easter shout 
would be “He has risen.”   
 
But our sense of history isn’t only past tense. It 
is also present tense. This is no Fourth of July 
celebration, where we remember with grati-
tude something that happened in the past. This 
is no birthday celebration, where we mark the 
days gone by. This is no civil war recreation, 
where we act out a historical scene as a hobby 
or curiosity. 
 
This is Jesus’ life and death and new life we’re 
talking about. It happened long ago, but it re-
verberates into the future and it takes place in 
our lives.     
 
How this happens is a mystery, just as so much 
about what we do when we gather as church is 
a mystery. We wave these palms and march 

into our church – just the ordinary people that 
we are, people who have never met Jesus face 
to face. But somehow in the waving, singing 
and marching, we become people welcoming 
the living Jesus into his final days.   
 
We wash each other’s ordinary feet with ordi-
nary water and somehow, we become special 
like those first disciples, in awe of Christ’s 
humble service and commanded to serve one 
another. We eat bread, drink wine, and be-
come the body of Christ. We hear the story of 
how Jesus was crucified on the cross and it 
dawns on us: this is a sorrow for our time. We 
realize we are complicit in his murder.   
 
And then, glory, Jesus rises again on Easter 
morning through us in our celebration of the 
miracle of resurrection. This remembrance of 
the miracle so long ago becomes a miracle for 
our own time too.   
 
Words are inadequate to explain just how all 
this happens. But it does. We are about to par-
ticipate in the most important event of all 
time. And it matters if you are there for all of 
it. I urge you to take that whole week, from 
Palm Sunday all the way through to Easter, and 
participate as fully as you can. Make history.   
 
-Pastor Sarah Scherschligt 
 
P.S. This year, for the first time at Prince of 
Peace, we will have an Easter vigil. We’ll usher 
in Easter by gathering Saturday from 8-10 pm 
for readings, prayers, song and celebration. 
There’ll be fire, drama, and a range of stories. 
Even if you have never been to a vigil before, 
come. It is a service unlike any other. We’ll 
have a light feast afterward. 

You Made a Difference in 
February at PoP 
 

• Average Weekend Worship Atten-
dance:    203 

• Our Cookie Brigade “cookied” three 
first-time visitor households! 
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Financial Snapshot 

Giving & Spending Update:  
 
February 2009:                Year to Date:                                                                                 
Actual  Actual 
Income $27,954.18 Income $54,809.01 
 

Actual  Actual 
Expenses $35,301.82 Expenses $69,018.34 
 

Budgeted  Budgeted 
Expenses $37,751.33 Expenses $75,502.66 
 

Actual  Actual 
Difference $- 7,347.64 Difference$-14,209.33 
 
(Note: This reflects actual income and expenses towards our 
approved budget. It does not include income and expenses for 
special funds, such as Workcamp and Building Fund.) 

 
In February, our attendance was really good. Al-
though our income was up over January, our defi-
cit still grew. We're about at the same point fi-
nancially we were last year at the end of Febru-
ary, and, as last year, if we all make an effort to 
keep up with our giving, control expenses and 
make an extra gift if possible, with God’s help 
and everyone's commitment, we'll make it again! 
 
 
Social Ministries 
Benjamin Shuman (benoneofseven@yahoo.com; 

                                240-683-9005 )  

 

National Capital Area Community 
Food Bank Trip 
Want to try something different this year and 
really help those in need? All are welcome on the 
trip to the Food Bank. Join us Saturday, April 18, 
when the Social Ministries Committee and the 
Confirmation Program will co-host a trip to the 
National Capital Area Community Food Bank 
(located in DC). We are scheduled to sort food 
from 9 am until noon. Please meet at the church 
at 7:45 am and we will return by 1 pm. Please 
sign up at church so we know how many are com-
ing (sign-up sheet will be available at the nar-
thex). Although this is a confirmation service 
event, we encourage everyone to join us. Confir-
mation students must have a signed permission 
slip to attend and all students can earn SSL hours 
for this project.  Please bring an easy-to-eat 
snack. Contact Ben Shuman (Social Ministries) at 
240-683-9005 or Steve Masterman (Confirmation 
Program) at 301-279-7388 for more information 
or go to www.capitalareafoodbank.org.  

Help to Build the Future 
Thrivent Build Homes, in cooperation with Habi-
tat for Humanity, is sponsoring renovating a 
home in Silver Spring, MD. The home has been 
foreclosed and will be entirely gutted and remod-
eled. There will be a need for volunteers to work 
and monetary donations. This house will then be 
sold to a family in need at zero-percent interest. 
The volunteer dates are yet to be formalized, but 
the work will start in April for 7 to 10 weeks.  
This will be an opportunity for members of Prince 
of Peace to give back to our local community in 
Montgomery County.  
   
More information to follow concerning volunteer-
ing and donations. Please contact Steve Sullivan 
if interested at 301-330-3686; stevesulli-
van@comcast.net   
 
Not by Bread Alone 
Gaithersburg HELP gives food to 
those in need.  Recently, both 
their budgets and staff have been 
stretched thin. We are thankful 
that PoP has helped Gaithersburg 
HELP (and people in need) in the 
past.  
 
On Souper BOWL Sunday (February 1st), Prince of 
Peace collected 378 cans of stew to benefit our 
food pantry, Gaithersburg HELP. Thank you for all 
your donations! 
 
Throughout April, please bring cereal to the 
church if you can and place it in the basket la-
beled “non-perishable food” by the back door.  
Of course, any nonperishable food item is also 
welcome.   
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United Lutheran Appeal 
The Metropolitan Washington DC Synod and the 
ELCA worked together to create the United Lu-
theran Appeal. Through United Lutheran Appeal 
we are able to support the work of 13 educa-
tional, outdoor, and social ministries, agencies, 
and institutions. Those agencies and institu-
tions involved with the appeal are Caroline Fur-
nace Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center, Commu-
nity Family Life Services, Fellowship Square 
Foundation, Good Shepherd Housing Founda-
tion; Lutheran Social Services of the National 
Capital Area; Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Gettysburg; Lutheran Volunteer Corps; Mar-Lu-
Ridge Lutheran Camp; N Street Village; Na-
tional Lutheran Home; Roanoke College; South-
east Ministry; and Transitional Housing Corpora-
tion. Learn more about these agencies and in-
stitutions at www.uladc.org.  Prince of Peace 
will be collecting for United Lutheran Appeal on 
April 19. 
   

National Lutheran Home 
Get Involved with Outreach to the Home! 
Looking for an easy opportunity to get involved 
at Prince of Peace? Consider becoming our Na-
tional Lutheran Home Key person. The responsi-
bilities include advertising NLH Events at PoP 
and conducting one Auxiliary Membership Drive 
at PoP each year. If you would like more infor-
mation, please contact Donna Von Wald (301-
330-0404; DLHSJVW@RCN.com). Our 2009 Mem-
bership Drive will be in May so that would be a 
great time to learn the ropes. 
 

The National Lutheran Home’s Spring Festival 
is coming on Saturday, May 2, 9:30 am-2 pm. 
Come enjoy shopping for wonderful treasures, 
handmade crafts, baked goods and fudge, jew-
elry, books, plants, and much more. Enjoy a 
delicious lunch 11 am-1 pm. Enjoy the Home 
Chorus as they present a musical program at 
2:30 pm. Independent Living Cottage tours at 
10:30 am and 1:00 pm. It’s a fun event and all 
proceeds benefit the residents of the Home. 
The Home is located at 9701 Veirs Drive, near 
Wootton Parkway and Glen Mill Road in Rock-
ville. For more details and a map, pick up a 
flier from the Social Ministry table in the foyer. 
Homemade candy and baked goods are needed. 
Call 301-424-9560 if you want to make a dona-
tion. 
 

Consider volunteering at the Home:  
The Pal Program, sponsored by the NLH Auxil-
iary, is a wonderful opportunity to share your 

time with a lonely person. The Pal Program is a 
one-to-one visitation program where you are 
matched with an elderly resident. Visits are 
made at any mutually convenient time at least 
once a month. Bringing your children for a visit 
makes it even more special. For more info, call 
301-424-9560 x250. You will find that the happi-
ness you give others brightens your day as well! 
 

1.  NLH Visitor Programs for those who 
can’t make an ongoing commitment.   

2. The Small Fry Visitor Program is an op-
portunity to take your small children to 
the National Lutheran Home to brighten 
the days of the residents.  

3. The Special Visitor Program is for you if 
you can’t make an ongoing commitment, 
but are willing to make visits at the Na-
tional Lutheran Home.  

4. If you have a friendly, calm pet, consider 
participating in the Pet Visitor Program.  

5. The E-Pal Program at the Home is look-
ing for folks to communicate with Resi-
dents via Email. If you would like to par-
ticipate or get more info, send a note to 
resident@nlha.com. 

 

There are many other volunteer needs such as 
reading to residents and wheeling-around wheel-
chair-bound residents. There are also opportuni-
ties for students to earn SSL hours.  
 

For more details on these programs, contact the 
NLH Director of Volunteer Services, Adele 
Warnke (301-424-9560 x221). 
 

Free Tax Filing for All 
Everyone loves statistics, so here goes. It costs 
an average of $205 to file a Federal tax return 
via a paid tax preparer if there are itemized de-
ductions using form 1040, Sch. A. According to 
The Washington Post, one in five paper returns 
has some kind of error, but only one in 100 elec-
tronically filed (e-filed) returns has an error. 
This is due in part to the fact that e-file soft-
ware checks math and finds errors. Don’t forget 
that if you are expecting a refund, e-filing also 
means a more rapid return.   
 

For years, low to moderate income filers have 
been able to use a program called Free File that 
enables them to e-file without paying for prepa-
ration. Be aware that several e-file services are 
now available online at www.irs.gov. Some of 
these services are available to persons of all in-
comes.   
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churches of various denominations helping 
members conduct a “carbon fast” during Lent, 
the season of preparation for Easter. This ef-
fort is part of a broader movement among reli-
gious groups, especially a growing number of 
evangelical churches, that have made environ-
mental stewardship with an emphasis on global 
warming part of their mission. 
  

At Saint Mark, staff members developed a cal-
endar suggesting one environmentally friendly 
activity for each of the 40 days of Lent. On Ash 
Wednesday, participants removed light bulbs in 
their homes. Today, they are asked not to eat 
any food, other than “fair trade” products, 
that was imported on airplanes. On March 29, 
they will “embrace the silence” by turning off 
televisions and radios. “It’ll be good for the 
soul,” the calendar says, not to mention for 
their carbon footprints.  
 

Rock Spring Congregational United Church of 
Christ in Arlington has undertaken a similar 
initiative, and it begins with the carbon-fast 
calendar itself: A few copies were printed and 
distributed in pews, but staff members have 
suggested that participants save paper by using 
the one posted on the church’s Web site.  
 

The carbon fast organized by Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Gaithersburg will culminate 
April 19, the Sunday that falls closest to Earth 
Day, with the groundbreaking of a church gar-
den. The vegetables grown there will be do-
nated to a food pantry or to members of the 
congregation.  
 

Pastor Sarah Scherschligt of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
in Gaithersburg plans to air-dry her clothes during Lent and go 
without her car for a week. The church is also planting a vege-
table garden and will donate the food. (Handout - Courtesy of 
Sarah Scherschligt) 

The IRS also offers free tax preparation help to 
the elderly, as does the AARP. See the IRS Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance Program and IRS 
Tax Counseling for the Elderly program on the 
IRS website, and see the AARP for information 
about their programs at 1-888-227-7669 or 
www.aarp.org/money/taxaide.   
 

Foreclosure Crisis 
Many people in Montgomery County have lost 
their homes as a result of the recent economic 
crisis. If you or someone you know has lost a 
home or is at risk, please be aware that the 
State of Maryland has set up a hotline to pro-
vide assistance at 1-877-462-7555. Free coun-
seling, gap and refinancing loans, as well as 
mortgage fraud investigation services are 
available through the state hotline.   
 

Refuge in Times of Trouble 
If you know a member of the congregation who 
is sick, in the hospital, or in need, please let 
us know! The Social Ministries Committee can 
offer services such as food, cards, or other 
specific needs. We can’t help if we don’t 
know. Contact Lesa Sullivan at 301-330-3686 
or stevesullivan@comcast.net.    
 

Join the Team! 
Want to become a part 
of the Social Ministries 
Team? Consider coming 
to the meetings! We 
meet the first Tuesday 
of each month at 7:30 
pm. Our next meeting 
will be at 7:30 pm on 
Tuesday, April 7.  
 
 

Recent Events 
Area Churches Join Lenten Trend: 
Cutting Out Carbons 
Instead of giving up chocolate for Lent this 
year, members of several local churches are 
cutting back on other luxuries: water, light 
bulbs and plastic bags.  
 

“What we're doing is taking traditional Lenten 
practices and applying them to being caretak-
ers of God's creation,” said the Rev. Roy How-
ard, pastor of Saint Mark Presbyterian Church 
in  
Rockville. Saint Mark is one of several 
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“The fast is to prepare” for the garden, Pastor 
Sarah Scherschligt said. “More important than 
preparing the soil of the ground is preparing 
the soil of your heart.” In that spirit, she is 
taking the experience a step further. She is 
air-drying her clothes during Lent and plans to 
go without her car for a week. “When you're in 
a food fast, you can’t really do as much,” said 
Scherschligt, who for eight years has fasted for 
five days during Lent, drinking only vegetable 
broth. “You have to be more careful about 
[what you do]. I imagine that the car fast will 
have the same sort of effect.”  
 

Although respect for the Earth might sound like 
an ancient principle, as old as the Garden of 
Eden, only in the past 20 years have churches 
made concerted efforts to live more lightly on 
the planet. The movement is linked to the bib-
lical teaching that our nature as human beings 
is defined in terms of our relationships with 
each other, Georgetown University theology 
professor Anthony Tambasco said. When it 
comes to sins such as the destruction of the 
environment, he said, “the consequences . . . 
are felt not only by individuals but by commu-
nities and across generations.”  
 

For the local pastors and their congregations, 
that’s where the carbon fasts come in.  
"Our responsibility as Christian folk to care for 
creation . . . goes back to the very beginning. 
It’s just that we lost sight of it,” Howard said. 
“It has been recovered in our time.”  
 
Langer, Emily. “Area Churches Join Lenten Trend: Cutting Out 

Carbons.” The Washington Post 14 Mar. 2009: BO7. 
 
 

Introducing the Prince of Peace 
Internet Café! 
Thanks to a timely donation of a very nice 
wireless router by David Yaney, PoP now has a 
Wireless Local Area Network in operation. The 
wireless network operates well in all areas of 
the main building and the BYC (to a lesser de-
gree). The network name is “POPWLAN.” The 
router is located in the closet off the office 
where the main wired router and other net-
work equipment is located. Try it. You’ll like 
it! 
 
Network Security of PoPWLAN 
The POPWLAN is configured as a wireless ac-
cess point using the 64-bit Wireless Equivalent 
Protocol (WEP) security protocol. The first 

time you try to connect to POPWLAN, you will 
be asked for the WEP security key. You should 
type in the following 10 digit hexadecimal key: 
D20B22C78A 
Once you do this, you will not have to repeat 
the exercise for subsequent wireless access 
connections. If you forget this key, you will 
find it posted in the PoP Office on a bulletin 
board. 
 
 

Stewardship 

Creation Care 
Creation Care Carnival 
On Sunday, April 19 (the Sunday after Easter), 
Prince of Peace Church will host its first ever 
Creation Care Carnival. At the last committee 
meeting, John Wack and Mark Ludder accepted 
the task of co-chairing the effort to create the 
first ever Inter-generational Creation Care Car-
nival between services (replacing all Sunday 
School classes for that day). There will be both 
indoor and outdoor activities (weather permit-
ting) emphasizing the relationship between our 
faith as Christians and the earth that God has 
entrusted to our care. Come for the food and 
drinks and stay for the activities. For questions 
contact Mark Ludder at 301-591-0900 or Pastor 
Sarah at 301-869-3666.   
 
 Fruitful Fields 
“Then Justice will dwell in the wilderness, and 
righteousness abide in the fruitful field.”  
- Is 32.16 

 
PoP Church has decided to begin a garden. The 
plot behind the Youth Center was prayerfully 
selected as our inaugural site. Construction of 
a fence has begun.  
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Several High School students instructed the 
lower Sunday school classes on God’s will that 
we feed the hungry. Toward that end, each 
lower school student planted seeds of various 
vegetables in cups with instructions on nurtur-
ing them until we place them in the ground at 
the Creation Care Carnival on April 19. There 
are now two beautiful piles of earth material 
for willing church members to distribute on 
church property.  
Look for a call to action from our Creation Care 
leaders about construction of our raised garden 
beds and the need to transfer the gorgeous pile 
of top soil from its delivery spot to the garden 
area.  Start looking around your secret storage 
areas (guys – you know you have one!) for lum-
ber you might be willing to part with so the 
church can build the raised garden beds.   
 
 Also, if anyone has seeds they are not using - 
please bring them to church ASAP. Pastor 
Sarah’s office can be the temporary holding 
area for our future harvest. We will also en-
courage each student to “Bring a worm to 
Church” to help our garden grow. If anyone has 
questions, please contact Larry Speicher at 
301-963-8764.   
 
Freecycle.org 
Being responsible stewards of God’s gift of the 
planet earth is about more than recycling. It is 
also about reducing the need for new stuff and 
reusing items. Sometimes we may have no need 
for an item, but instead of throwing it away, 
maybe we can offer it to someone else. The 
website www.freecycle.com is based on the 
idea that people can reduce the impact we 
have on the planet by giving and getting stuff 
for free in their own towns. Check out the web-
site of this not-for-profit group for more infor-
mation.   
 
Environmentally Responsible Decision Mak-
ing Around the House 
Each of us has to decide what is best in our 
homes. Some days we make big decisions, like 
what type of dryer to purchase. Other days we 
change light bulbs, but having the facts can 
help.  Here are some suggestions from Jim 
McKenna that may help protect the environ-
ment we live in: 
 
1) Wash clothes in cold water (90% of the en-

ergy used in clothes washers goes to heat-
ing the water) 

2) Air dry heavy linens 
3) Don’t overdry clothes (the 

lint in dryer is your clothes 
degrading) 

4) Let the dishwasher do the 
work (don’t pre-rinse 
dishes, just scrape off old 
food) 

5) Turn heat down at night when sleeping (a 
10- degree decrease can lower a heating 
bill by as much as 20%) 

6) Install ceiling fans for help with cooling ( 
we are cooled more by air moving around us 
than air temperature itself; this allows us 
to raise the a/c temperature for savings) 

7) Lower hot water tank temperature to 120 
and wrap hot water pipes. 

8) Use the microwave more often (heating 
food in the microwave uses 20% less than 
the power of a conventional oven) 

9) Use programmable thermostats 
10) Switch to CFLs 
11) Upgrade to Energy Star appliances (a refrig-

erator manufactured in 1993 uses 50% more 
electricity than a 2008 model) 

 
Creation Care Meetings 
The Creation Care Team has now set the first 
Saturday of each month from 9 – 10:30 am as a 
regular meeting time.  Our next meeting is Sat-
urday, April 4. Please feel free to join us if you 
are interested in helping out or even just want 
to see what is going on.   
 
Mission Statement 
Our mission statement is “As we are called by 
God to be stewards of creation, the Creation 
care Team shall promote appreciation, conser-
vation, and sustainable use of natural resources 
in all aspects of congregational life and in the 
outside community through:  
 

a.  Contemplation, prayer, and worship; 
b. Designing and implementing environ-

mental education programs and activi-
ties; 

c. Regularly assessing and promoting prac-
tices that reduce the environmental 
footprint of our church; 

d. Advocating for environmental steward-
ship in the wider community.  “ 

 
Contact Pastor Sarah for more information at 
pastorsarah@poplutheran.org.  
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Thirty-Hour Famine 
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Education 
Pam Malmgren (pamelar123@yahoo.com; 301-972-4726) 

 
Youth and Family Ministry 

Calling all 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th graders! 
Shema, the synod sponsored event just for you, 
will be held on April 19 from 1:30 - 4:30 at St. 
Luke Lutheran Church in Silver Spring. Join us 
for an afternoon of fellowship, activities, ser-
vice and singing. We also need adult chaper-
ones/drivers. The cost is $10. Registration 
forms for youth and adults are in the narthex. 
Checks should be made out to Prince of Peace 
and attached to the registration forms. Com-
pleted forms, with checks, should be put in 
Judy Bruening's mailbox in the narthex by March 
29.  
 
Our Sunday School cele-
brated a Valentine’s Party on 
Sunday, February 8 as chil-
dren and parents shared 
crafts and stories that helped 
us better appreciate both 
God's love and the importance 
of loving one another. This 
was a great opportunity to 
remember that the love we 
know about in Jesus isn’t just 
about feelings, but about how God acts lovingly 
toward us and calls us to act lovingly towards 
our neighbors. 
 
High School Youth Ministry 
Workcamp 2009 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 
 
PAYMENTS  
MAY 3:          $250            final payment due  
 
Make checks out to “Prince of Peace” and 
clearly mark for Workcamp. Payments may be 
left in the Workcamp mailbox in the Narthex or 
mailed to Prince of Peace, 11900 Darnestown 
Rd, Gaithersburg, MD  20878 
 
PRE-CAMP MEETINGS – ALL CAMPERS  
Everyone is expected to participate in these 
pre-camp events. If you have an unavoidable 
conflict, please contact JoanneW-
Wolfe@comcast.net; 301-926-3093. 
 

SUNDAYS, 12:30 – 2:00  
• MAY 3 – CAMPERS & PARENTS’ MEET-

ING/Devotion #3, “He Knows Everything 
About Me”  

(Important Stuff and Forms – final pay-
ment and all forms are due!) 
• MAY 31 - Skills and Safety/Devotion #4 

– Miracles 
(Note - this meeting will last 2 hours) 
• JUNE 13/14 - COMMISSIONING SER-

VICES – all services. Workcampers will 
be recognized and commissioned at 
each service to do God’s work, and the 
congregation will be asked to pray for 
all campers so you need to attend one 
of this weekend’s services. 

 
 MULCHING FUNDRAISER 
We have our first customer – 10 yards of mulch 
(=90 bags), which should be a piece of cake for 
all you strong, young campers! Assuming a lot 
of other folks wake up soon from winter hiber-
nation and realize what a great deal this is, all 
campers will need to participate in at least 
one day of mulch spreading to help raise the 
funds we need to cover transportation costs. 
We will coordinate the schedule to spread 
mulch with the mulch delivery dates of the 
various high schools as follows: 
 
Quince Orchard: April 4 
Wootton: April 17, 18, 19 
Northwest: April 18 
Poolesville: ?? 
Bulk Mulch: ?? 
 
THIS YEAR’S THEME:  “REVEAL” 
Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon 
me, for he has anointed me to bring Good 
News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
that captives will be released, that the blind 
will see, that the oppressed will be set free, 
and that the time of the LORD’s favor has 
come.” 
 
In this passage, Jesus revealed who he was and 
what his mission was all about—both for the 
world and for each individual. That’s what 
we’ll discover at camp, as well. In fact, we’ll 
look at five different areas that Jesus revealed 
in verses 18 and 19—areas that have powerful 
applications both to a world in desperate 
physical need and to people who desperately 
need a relationship with Jesus.  
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Council Corner 
The PoP Church Council met on March 10 and 
this article describes highlights of the meeting. 
For more details see the minutes posted on the 
bulletin board in the Narthex near the front 
door.  
  
The February financial report shows expenses 
outpaced income by about $7,350 this month. 
This puts the year-to-date deficit at $14,210 
against a full-year deficit of $37,200. Clearly 
the actual deficit is running well ahead of the 
annualized rate which would be only $6,200 at 
the end of February. This is very similar to the 
situation we found ourselves in last year (a 
higher than expected YTD deficit). We will 
continue to keep the numbers in front of the 
congregation but decided to wait until April to 
elevate the status of this issue. March has 5 
Sundays and is usually a “good month” for PoP. 

DAILY THEMES: 
� Sunday: Reveal  
� Monday: Hope for the Poor  
� Tuesday: Release for the Captives  
� Wednesday: Sight for the Blind   
� Thursday: Freedom for the Oppressed  
� Friday: The Lord’s Favor  
 
THIS YEAR’S ITEM TO BRING: CANNED FOOD 
DONATIONS   
Group Workcamps is holding one of the largest 
canned food drives of the year! The goal is to 
collect and distribute at least 125,000 cans of 
food throughout the summer (that’s about five 
cans per participant). Each group is asked to 
bring canned food to camp this year instead of 
a theme item as in the past. This will be one 
more tangible way that you can reveal God’s 
love to the people you’ll serve! All food will be 
donated to a local food pan-
try at the end of camp week.  
 
At PoP, we are going to ask 
the congregation to help us in 
this food drive. Since it will 
weigh us down to bring all the 
canned goods, we will collect 
“spare change” at church 
each week from now until June 20th and use it 
to purchase canned food once we get to Elmira 
(there is a Wal-Mart Supercenter just 5 miles 
away and a Sam’s Club right in town).  
  
OPENINGS:  We still have openings for a few 
more youth to attend Workcamp in Elmira, NY 
from June 21-27. If interested, please contact 
Joanne Wolfe (JoanneWWolfe@comcast.net; 
301-926-3093) as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

Prayer Ministry 
We’re in the process of re-evaluating our cur-
rent prayer ministry. In an effort to be sure 
we’re meeting the needs of all our congrega-
tion, we need your input. To give input or to 
help with our prayer ministry, please call or 
email Nancy Swanson at 301-349-2184;  
nancyanddave@comcast.net or Karen Militzer 
at 240-477-4137; kjsmartmov@starpower.net.   
  
How are prayer requests made? Call or email 
Pastor Steve, Pastor Sarah or Pat (office secre-
tary). If desired, you may give the reason for 

the prayers. Members, friends, relatives, etc. 
may be placed on the prayer list. Prayers for 
praise and thanksgiving are also welcomed.  
Members of PoP will be listed in BOLD.   
   
What are the Prayer Lists? PoP has two prayer 
sections: short term and long term. The short 
term section lists the most recent concerns. 
The names will be printed in the bulletin for 4 
weeks.  
The long term section is for those who wish to 
remain on the prayer list for longer than 4 
weeks. These names will not be printed in the 
bulletin but are available by printed form in 
the narthex. If you desire to have a copy 
emailed or mailed to you regularly, please con-
tact the office. Periodically, those on the 
prayer list will be contacted by a member of 
the prayer ministry.   
  
Are There Specific Times for Prayers? A small 
group meets at 8:45 am each Wednesday for 
prayer time in the sanctuary. Anyone is invited 
to come and it is not an every week commit-
ment. The names of those on the prayer lists 
are read and specific prayers said. Some peo-
ple utilize this time to pray at home for those 
on the prayer lists. Pastor Steve and Pastor 
Sarah pray together for those in need. If you 
would like individual prayer time, please con-
tact the office.  
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We will need to identify a woman from the 
congregation to attend the Metro DC Synod 
Assembly. The attendees so far are: Pastor 
Steve, Pastor Sarah and David Yaney. Synod 
Assembly will take place May 8-9 at Gallaudet 
University in DC. If you are interested, please 
contact a pastor ASAP. 
 

Tim Foust has contacted several qualified indi-
viduals and many have agreed to serve on the 
Audit Team but not until after April 15.  
 

Financial summary work is currently being 
done by Pat Salvas, our church secretary, in 
conjunction with several members of the con-
gregation. We need to appoint someone as 
Treasurer. The task of Treasurer has evolved to 
an oversight role to make sure the reports are 
routinely available and that all the independ-
ent processes are working. Others are already 
helping with financial income statement, 
check writing, and the expense ledger. Council 
is revising the job description to reflect this 
new role in hopes that we can recruit someone 
to be our Treasurer. If you can help as our 
Treasurer, please contact Pastor Steve to find 
out what the role involves. 
 
Greg VonWald summarized his recent experi-
ence with the 30 Hour Famine as very positive 
and something he was drawn to do by his peer 
group. He found the activities highly meaning-
ful, especially the many crosses. The only 
“bad” thing was that there were too many 
things to do over the 30 hour period. This is an 
activity we should consider opening to the en-
tire congregation. 
 
The formal leadership of many of our ministry 
teams (a.k.a. “committees”) is lacking but 
consensus was that, despite this undesirable 
state, the necessary good work was being 
done. Leadership is usually drawn from the 
team membership rather than by “directed 
discernment” from outside. In several cases, 
our members are performing leadership func-
tions but decline to accept a “chairperson” or 
“leader” title. Pastors Steve / Sarah are cur-
rently assuming more of a direct leadership 
role than they should be. Council Liaisons are a 
reasonable and logical choice for temporary 
leadership of committees. This situation will 
be addressed further by Council until we get 
ministry team leadership in a sustainable 
state. Ministry team leadership is currently 
open for Witness, Worship, & Music and Fel-

lowship. We expect additional vacancies as 
currently serving leaders complete their terms. 
Our Nominating Committee is working to dis-
cover candidates to help. If you are willing to 
help in a leadership role in one of our ministry 
teams, please contact any member of council 
or one of our pastors. 
 
We had an outstanding brainstorming session 
on the topic of the Whole Church Yard Sale. 
We plan to turn the week before Yard Sale into 
“Carnival Week” to get all the goods organ-
ized. The best quote of the discussion was, 
“Why work when you can party?” Stay tuned 
for more on this. 
 
Neil Howard and Pastor Sarah agreed to come 
up with a focus / agenda for a potential re-
treat by the next meeting. 
 
Kurt Nelson will present a proposal for stream-
lining the serving-in-worship teams at the next 
meeting. 
 
Council totally dropped the ball on the AED 
donation proposal by Linda and Bill Prueter last 
year and has decided to reinvigorate this ef-
fort. Jean Bernstein agreed to organize the 
necessary training sessions, although likely not 
for a few months because of other commit-
ments. 
 
At request of the Creation Care Team, we will 
observe Earth Hour (8:30 - 9:30 pm on Satur-
day, March 28) by shutting down as much of 
PoP’s electrical service as possible. Members 
of Creation Care will likely have a fun celebra-
tion of the event at the church. 
 
David Yaney challenged the Worship and Music 
Committee to come up with a loud and joyous 
postlude for Easter services. The term used 
was, “blow the dirt out of the pipes.” 
 
If you would like to join in and see firsthand 
what goes on at a PoP Church Council meeting, 
please come! We meet in the Fellowship Hall 
from 7:30-9:30 pm on the second Tuesday of 
each month.  
 
These notes were written by David Yaney, 
dsyaney@comcast.net  and Neil Howard, 
nhoward@comcast.net. 
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For Women Only 
April 6: Women’s Luncheon Please 
join us at 11:30 at Cosi in the Kentlands. For 
more information about this event, contact 
Bonnie Keller at 301-444-4580 or emilbonniek-
eller@verizon.net 
 
Women’s Book Group 
The PoP Women’s Book Group meets monthly 
to discuss works of fiction or nonfiction, rec-
ommended by members. In April, the group 
will discuss The Shack by William P. Young on 
Thursday, April 16, 2009. The gathering begins 
at 7:30 pm; Judy Bruening is hosting at 11217 
Trippon Ct, Gaithersburg. Please RSVP to 
jbb_4@comcast.net  or 301-340-0704.  
 
The book is about a journey of loss and dis-
covery: “Mackenzie Allen Philips’ youngest 
daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a 
family vacation, and evi-
dence that she may 
have been brutally mur-
dered is found in an 
abandoned shack deep 
in the Oregon wilder-
ness. Four years later in 
the midst of his Great 
Sadness, Mack receives 
a suspicious note, ap-
parently from God, in-
viting him back to that shack for a weekend. 
Against his better judgment he arrives at the 
shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back 
into his darkest nightmare. What he finds 
there will change Mack's world forever.” 
 
All women are welcome to join the group as 
often as you want.  To be added to the Book 
Group list, please email Jennifer Maloney at 
jennifermaloney@comcast.net.  
 
  

May 2: Women of ELCA 2009 Spring 
Convention 
Information and forms to register are on the 
hall bulletin board. Location will be at St. 
Luke’s in Silver Spring. The cost is $20, unless 
you are under age 40, then you are FREE. 
Questions?  Contact Bonnie Keller at 301-444-
4580; emilbonniekeller@verizon.net.  
 

Read All About It: The Joyful News 
Enjoy the current news from the Metro DC 
Synodical Women’s Organization! Please visit 
www.metrodcelca.org and click on the 
“Synod News” link on the left side of the 
home page. From the drop-down menu box, 
click on “Joyful News” and the date of the 
latest edition will appear. Even though PoP’s 
women are not voting members, The Joyful 
News publication is interesting and informa-
tive. The March 2009 issue contains informa-
tion about the upcoming convention, includ-
ing the registration form. 
  
Delivering PoP Quilts 
On March 10 four quilters sojourned with 27 
quilts to New Windsor, Maryland to deliver 
the quilts to the Church of the Brethren 
warehouse. The country roads and scenery 
were enjoyed en route. Next you ring the 
doorbell and a gracious woman named Bertha 
opens the door and gets the trolley to get 
the quilts. We enter the warehouse and look 
at boxes of quilts from other areas of the 
United States and learn that our quilts could 
go to any of 75 countries around the world. 
The Congo and Indonesia seem to be popular 
destinations now. We watch the quilts get 
mashed in a machine and bound in plastic 
wrap and bands. Then we talk to a volunteer 
lady who was repacking health kits for Lu-
theran World Relief. 
Next stop is the cafete-
ria in another building 
and go through the line 
at a designated time for 
a $10 lunch that in-
cludes everything. The 
next stop is our favor-
ite: the SERRV gift shop 
– not large but such a 
variety of lovely items made in Third World 
countries. Anyone can come to this gift shop 
from 9:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday through Fri-
day and on some weekends. Call Linda 
Kjeldgaard at 410-635-8762 for more info and 
directions or go online to www.serrv.org.     
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Contact the Pastors 
Pastor Steve and Pastor Sarah are working together 
to make sure that pastoral care needs are met. To 
be certain that one of them is always “on,” Pastor 
Steve takes Fridays off while Pastor Sarah takes 
Mondays off. You can reach both of them at the 
church office, or contact them by cell phone or 
email: Pastor Steve: 301-980-0160;  
pastor@poplutheran.org; Pastor Sarah: 202-870-
8363; pastorsarah@poplutheran.org. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Yard Sale returns on May 30!   
Our annual Yard Sale is always a 
great community event, with food 
music and, of course, lots of great 
treasures to be found! Mark your 
calendars now, start sorting 
through your closets and basements 
for donate-able treasures, and be sure to stop 
by! 
 
Vacation Bible School – July 13-17!  Our Vaca-
tion Bible School is a couple of 
weeks earlier than it usually is, 
so mark your calendars now! 
Through Bible stories, skits, mu-
sic and fun, kids learn together 
about God’s love. Come and join 
us!  
 

A Little Extra Something  
 

• Faith is a living and unshakable confidence. 
A belief in God so assured that a man would 
die a thousand deaths for its sake.                                

—Martin Luther 
• If thou wouldst find much favor and peace 

with God and man, be very low in thine 
eyes; forgive thyself little and others much.                      

—Robert Leighton  
• Earth, with her thousand voices, praises 

God.                 
—Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

• Let us have faith that right makes might; 
and, let us to the end dare to do our duty.                            

—Abraham Lincoln 
 

Things Can Only Get Worse 

A young military lad was about to make his first 
parachute jump. His sergeant reminded him, 
“Count to 10 and pull the rip cord. If the chute 
doesn’t deploy, then pull the second ripcord for 
your auxiliary chute. After you land, the truck 
will pick you up.” With those words echoing in 
his ears, the paratrooper took a deep breath and 
stepped out into space. Following instructions to 
the letter, he pulled the first ripcord. Nothing. 
He pulled the second ripcord. Nothing. As he 
hurtled toward earth he thought to himself, “I’ll 
bet the truck won’t be there, either!” Yes, 
things can always get worse. And knowing things 
can get worse only adds to the darkness. Focus 
on the Light. 


