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Wednesday Evenings
We’ll gather as a community on March 4 - April 1
to share a meal, worship, study and sing. In
these hard times, what could be better than
spending simple time in the presence of God and
people who love you?

6:15 - 7:15 Dinner

7:15 - 7:45 Holden Evening
Vespers, featuring faith journey
testimonies.
8:00 - 9:30 Choir
8:00 - 9:30 Class on Death A0
and Dying (This class will

replace the Wednesday evening
Bible Study in March)

Death and Dying
Everybody will die. Most people will face the
death of a loved one. Death is a natural part of
life, including the life of the faithful, but it
usually catches us off guard. All are welcome to
come to Death and Dying, a series led by Pastors
Sarah and Steve on the five Wednesday evenings
during Lent, to learn more about this most
mysterious journey.
We’ll cover topics such as:
o What the Bible teaches about death
e Heaven, resurrection, life after death
e How to help someone die
e Grief panel of people who have been
impacted by death
e How to give comfort to those who
mourn
¢ How knowledge of your death impacts
your life
e Planning your funeral
o Nuts and bolts of death - navigating
health care, hospitals, funeral
homes, wills
e Preparing financially for death

We will draw heavily on participant’s experiences
and questions. All are welcome, but we would
like to get a rough estimate of who’s planning to
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come. There’s a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Sessions will build on each other so, ideally, you
will be able to come to all sessions, but please
come to as many as you can. And if you can, bring
your loved ones and friends. People need not be
church members to come.

PoP Bingo Night

On Saturday March 21, 6-9 pm, come join us for
food, Bingo, and singing with Grace Notes! There
will be prizes for Bingo winners. This is a
fundraiser for PoP youth going to Workcamp and
the Youth Gathering, so please come and support
our youth ministry and have a fun night for the
whole family at church. Sign up in the narthex
beginning March 1. More details will follow in
bulletin notices and announcements at church.
Contact Neil Howard (nhoward@comcast.net;
301-977-2955) or Bridget Pavlak
(pavlakb@comcast.net; 240-246-7898)

March Highlights

Every Sunday

8:30 am Contemporary Worship
9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am Traditional Worship
Baby-sitter available during Services

Every Tuesday
10:00 am Quilters
5:30 pm High School Youth Group

Every Wednesday

8:45 am Prayer Time in the Sanctuary
Noon Bible Study with Pastor Steve
7:30 pm Bible Study with Pastor Sarah

Every Thursday
5:00 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm Grace Notes

Every Saturday

7:45 am Men’s Group
5:00 pm Saturday Evening Worship



Steve ...

Lent has often been
known as the
“springtime” of the
Church. Of course, this
is partly because the
season of Lent always
occurs (at least partly!) in the Spring in the
northern hemisphere. But it’s also because, even
before Christianity, spring was a time when
people experienced the rebirth and renewal of
the world. From the deadness of winter, new life
began to spring. Life was coming back, and what
once seemed dead was alive again.

i

Early Christians saw in this natural cycle of the
earth a reminder of what happened in the death
and resurrection of Jesus. In Jesus, God was
indeed renewing our lives. Through Jesus, God
was bringing new life to the world. And from the
One who once was dead, life had begun again.

This is one reason why Lent was traditionally a
season to prepare for the new life God offered in
baptism. In the early church, adult converts to
Christianity would use the time directly before
Easter for intensive preparation for the renewing
new birth of baptism. That preparation would
often include a special emphasis on prayer, study
of scripture and fasting. And even after Lent
wasn’t so much a time of preparation for
baptism, Christians continued through the
centuries to use Lent as a special time of spiritual
preparation for Easter, and for more fully
appreciating and celebrating the new life and
rebirth we have been given through the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

Indeed, many of us still make a special effort to
make Lent a time of spiritual renewal. For many
of us, that often involves an especially personal
dimension. For some, that preparation may
include a deepening of one’s prayer life. For
some, that preparation may include setting aside
time for scripture or devotional study, either
individually or with a small group. And for some,
that preparation may include “giving up”
something for the season of Lent. Often, these
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kinds of preparation are private and personal,
known only to us and to God. And many of these
things are really good ways to prepare our hearts,
and to deepen our relationship with God.

But our Lenten preparations shouldn’t just be the
private, personal things we do to deepen our
relationship with God. For indeed, in Jesus God is
about renewing and bringing new life to the
whole creation, not just us. That is, Jesus isn’t
just asking us to be renewed personally, but to
grow as people who can be his instruments of life
and renewal in the lives of others.

So perhaps our Lenten preparation should also
include activities that are outwardly focused, and
ask the question, “How can | more fully grow into
a person who can be an instrument of God’s
renewal of life and hope in the lives of others?”
That question can also be answered in a number
of ways. For some of us, such renewal might
mean taking time or making an effort to help
someone else. That person might be a neighbor, a
family member or even a stranger. But often, it’s
in making God’s love a tangible reality in
someone else’s life that you become the answer
to their prayer, and an agent of renewal and hope
in that person’s life.

For some of us, such renewal might mean inviting
someone who has no connection to a religious
community to come with you to worship or study
or fellowship. Studies show that, for all of the
importance of good worship and preaching,
websites and location, the most significant factor
in someone feeling really welcomed and accepted
into a church community is when someone they
know invites them to come with them. And it may
be that you are the agent of renewal and hope
that God gives to someone if you are the one who
can genuinely offer Christian community to that
person.

May this Lent be a season of renewal for you! And
may it be both a time of personal spiritual

growth, as well as a time of renewed growth as
an agent of Jesus’ love and hope in our world!

Yours in Christ,

>~



You Made a Difference in
January at PoP

e Average Weekend Worship Attendance:

176

e Our Cookie Brigade “cookied” two first-
time visitor households!

Financial Snapshot
Giving & Spending Update:

January 2009:

Year to Date:

Actual Actual

Income  $26,854.83 Income  §26,854.83
Actual Actual

Expenses $ 33,716.52 Expenses $ 33,716.52
Budgeted Budgeted

Expenses $ 37,751.33 Expenses $ 37,751.33
Actual Actual

Difference $ - 6,861.69

Difference $ - 6,861.69

(Note: This reflects actual income and expenses towards our
approved budget. It does not include income and expenses for
special funds, such as Workcamp and Building Fund.)

We’re off to a good start! Although we had a
deficit in January 2009, our actual income was up
10% from January 2008, and we did a good job of
controlling expenses. We have another big
financial challenge this year, but with God’s help
and everyone’s commitment, we’ll make it again!

The Bigger One

Prince of Peace’s Yard Sale (on May 30 this year)
is often referred to as “The Big One” and it
certainly is a major event in our church life and
our community. We’ll all be hearing more about
Pastor Steve’s “Guiding Principles” for PoP during
2009 but in a nutshell they are:

Intentional Invitation
Worship (filled with hope)
Congregational Community
Direct Help to Neighbors

I’d like to focus on the last principle as it relates
to our annual Yard Sale and propose a way we can
turn our words into action.

One doesn’t have to look very far to recognize
the hardship that the current economy is placing
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on our community. Many of the families who
come to our Yard Sale find bargains there that
help make their lives better and at the same time
we are able to raise funds for PoP through our
efforts. Those funds have been used to help
partially offset the expense of our growth in prior
years but - assuming we can live by the budget
we all accepted at the recent Congregational
Meeting - those funds will again be available for
benevolence as we see fit this year. What a “win-
win” deal this is! We provide direct help to our
neighbors through the goods they take home from
Yard Sale and then we turn around and provide
more support for our community with the money
that is generated as a result of the process.

| believe there is no question that the community
need is greater in 2009 than it has been in prior
years and I’m proposing that we rise to meet that
challenge by “super-sizing” our Yard Sale by
about 30% this year.

What usually limits the quantity of goods
available during Yard Sale is the time and
physical space available on the church grounds to
accumulate, sort, and price things during the
prior week. If instead we were able to start the
process in early May using several offsite
“member depots,” that constraint is removed. So
what is a “member depot” you ask? Well, if you
have a garage that usually has car(s) parked
inside leaving them outside in the driveway for a
few weeks creates a “PoP Member Depot.” If you
happen to have an empty basement with a
convenient street-level entrance, that works too.

There is also the matter of the variety and quality
of goods at Yard Sale. We have sold a car in the
past and nothing says we couldn’t take on larger
items like that this year. Similarly, many of us
have been blessed with more good “stuff” than
we can ever use. Perhaps this year we could pass
along the blessing of those things to others and
get what we really want today in return - clean
closets and orderly basements.

Please consider this proposal, bring your
ideas/concerns to any Council member and let’s
all figure out what we can do to make The Big
One an even bigger and better deal for our
community neighbors this year.

David S. Yaney
Council President



Recent Events

e ¥
Our First Chili Cook-off was held on
January 11. More than 80 people gathered for
great food & fellowship as we also raised funds
for our Workcamp and ELCA Youth Gathering
events later this summer. High School Youth
sponsored the event, which included a text
messaging competition between youth and adults!
Also, many members of the congregation
contributed their award winning chili, cornbread
and dessert recipes. All agreed this will become
an annual event!

Annual
Meeting
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Stewardship

Creation Care

Fruitful Fields
“Then Justice will dwell in the wilderness, and

righteousness abide in the fruitful field.”
- Is 32.16

Prince of Peace has decided to begin a garden.
The plot behind the Youth Center has been
prayerfully selected as our inaugural site. Larry
Speicher and Tim Rose will supervise the fencing
and tilling of an approximately 15 by 35 foot plot.

Our plan is for High School youth to visit each
Sunday School class and deliver seeds and potting
materials with instructions for care and nurturing
seedlings. Then each student will return on April
19 and plant a seedling directly into our
community garden.

If the congregation has seeds they are not using -
please bring them to church ASAP. Pastor Sarah's
office can be the temporary holding area for our
future harvest. We will also encourage each
student to “Bring a worm to church” to help our
garden grow. If anyone has questions, please
contact Larry Speicher at 301-963-8764.

Creation Care Carnival

On Sunday, April 19 (the Sunday after Easter), PoP
will host its first-ever Creation Care Carnival. At
the last committee meeting, John Wack and Mark
Ludder accepted the task of co-chairing the effort
to create the Inter-generational Creation Care
Carnival between services
(replacing all Sunday
School classes). There will
be both indoor and
outdoor activities
(weather permitting)
emphasizing the
relationship between our
faith as Christians and the
earth that God has
entrusted to our care. Come for the food and
drinks and stay for the activities. Questions?
Contact Mark Ludder at 301-591-0900 or Pastor
Sarah at 301-869-3666.

Environmentally Responsible Decision Making
Around the House

Each of us has to decide what is best in our
homes. Some days we make big decisions, like
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what type of dryer to purchase. Other days we

change light bulbs, but having the facts can help.

Here are some suggestions from Jim McKenna that

may help protect the environment we live in:

1) Wash clothes in cold water (90% of the energy

used in clothes washers goes to heating the

water)

2) Air dry heavy linens

3) Don’t overdry clothes (the lint in dryer is your

clothes degrading)

4) Let the dishwasher do the work (don’t pre-

rinse dishes, just scrape off old food)

5) Turn heat down at night when sleeping (a 10-

degree decrease can lower a heating bill by as

much as 20%)

Install ceiling fans for help with cooling ( we

are cooled more by air moving around us than

air temperature itself; this allows us to raise
the a/c temperature for savings)

7) Lower hot water tank temperature to 120 and

wrap hot water pipes.

8) Use the microwave more often (heating food
in the microwave uses 20% less than the
power of a conventional oven)

9) Use programmable thermostats

10) Switch to CFLs

11) Upgrade to Energy Star appliances (a
refrigerator manufactured in 1993 uses
50% more electricity than a 2008 model)

6)

Rrriiinnnng!...God Calling...

Through participation in the Creation Care Team,
| feel a strong calling from God regarding my role
in caring for His creation. Seeing so many
initiatives in Montgomery County and regionally, |
realized | wasn't hearing anything on this topic
from local officials in my own little town of
Poolesville. In January, the Poolesville Town
Commissioners held a “State of the Town”
meeting and invited citizens to let them know
what priorities they would like the Commissioners
to establish for 2009. | called on the
commissioners to establish practice and policy to
routinely include sustainability, energy
efficiency, and other “green” initiatives and
considerations in the conduct of town business
and the commissioners’ decision making processes
for 2009 and beyond. As a result, “Green
Initiatives” was recently announced as one of
their four priorities for 2009.

| have to say, this effort took me somewhat out of
my comfort zone even though | knew friends were
supporting and praying for me. | sensed God was



with me when, after being the last to speak at
the end of the packed 3-hour meeting, a couple
who had sat silently next to me the whole
evening, gave me kudos for my effort. This was
significant because prior to their arrival and the
meeting’s start | overheard a three-way
conversation specifically expressing contempt for
the climate change issue. | wasn't sure if | was in
the lion's den or what (just kidding)!

Joyce Breiner Yaney

Creation Care Meetings

The Creation Care Team has now set the first
Saturday of each month from 9 - 10:30 am as a
regular meeting time. Please feel free to join us
if you are interested in helping out or even just
want to see what is going on.

Mission Statement

Our mission statement is “As we are called by
God to be stewards of creation, the Creation care
Team shall promote appreciation, conservation,
and sustainable use of natural resources in all
aspects of congregational life and in the outside
community through:

a. Contemplation, prayer, and worship;

b. Designing and implementing
environmental education programs and
activities;

c. Regularly assessing and promoting
practices that reduce the environmental
footprint of our church;

Advocating for environmental stewardship
in the wider community.”

d.

Contact Pastor Sarah at
pastorsarah@poplutheran.org for more
information.

Education

(pamelar123@yahoo.com; 301-972-4726)

Youth and Family Ministry

A Faith-full Families Lenten event will be on
Thursday, March 5th from 6 - 7:30. Come join us
for a potluck dinner, fellowship, crafts and a
Bible story. Then, we have a brand new
intergenerational event - Family & Friends Bingo
Night! Dinner will be right after the Saturday
service on March 21 and then we will move on to
PoP’s version of BINGO.
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High School Youth Ministry
Workcamp 2009

OPENINGS: We still have openings for 3 more
youth to attend Workcamp in Elmira, NY from
June 21-27. If interested, please contact Joanne
Wolfe (JoanneWWolfe@comcast.net; 301-926-
3093) as soon as possible.

This year’s theme is “REVEAL.”

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has
anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of
the LORD’s favor has come.” Luke 4:18-19

This year’s item to bring: CANNED FOOD
DONATIONS

Group Workcamps is holding one of the largest
canned food drives of the year!

The goal is to collect and distribute at least
125,000 cans of food throughout the summer
(that’s about five cans per participant.) Each
group is being asked to bring canned food to
camp this year instead of a theme item as in past
years. This will be one more tangible way that we
can reveal God’s love to the people we will serve!
All food will be donated to a local food pantry at
the end of camp week. At PoP, we are asking the
congregation to help the Workcampers in this
food drive. Since it will
weigh us down to transport
all the canned goods, we
will collect “spare change”
at church each week from
now until June 20 and use it
to purchase canned food
once we get to Elmira.
Please help us with your
spare change each week!

Mulching Fundraiser: It’s not too early to start
planning your spring yard work, and the PoP High
School Youth could be a part of that plan. If you
order mulch from your local high school or Boy
Scout troop, please consider hiring the PoP HS
Youth to spread it for you.

How it works: You order and pay for mulch from
your high school, as many of you already do, and
thereby help support the activities of your school.



Then, you “hire” a group of PoP HS Youth to
spread the mulch, and thereby:
e help support our youth summer trips
e get the work of spreading mulch
throughout your yard done in record time
e save your backs!!

When: We will coordinate the schedule to spread
mulch with the mulch delivery dates of the

various high schools as follows:

Quince Orchard: April 4
Wootton: April 17, 18, 19
Northwest: April 18

(Note - MCPS Spring Break is April 6-13 so we will
need to confirm that a crew of workers is in town
on April 4 to coincide with the QO mulch
delivery)

All proceeds will be used to help support our two
HS Youth trips this summer:

Workcamp 2009

Elmira, New York

June 21-27

2009 ELCA Youth Gathering
New Orleans, Louisiana
July 22-26

Social Ministries

[ (benoneofseven@yahoo.com;
240-683-9005 )

Giving Tree

Our holiday Giving Tree was a success. Thirty low
income students from Rachel Carson Elementary
were given at least two items of clothing and two
toys for Christmas. Thank you to all those who
bought the gifts for children they never saw.
Thank you to the Confirmation program for
wrapping the gifts. Finally, thank you to Kathy
Rossmeisl for organizing the activity.

Adopted Family Program

In our adopted family program, we have made a
commitment to share with one family in the area.
This includes making sure some of their basic
needs are met and giving them a full Thanksgiving
and Christmas holiday. This year, we have
adopted a single mother with four children living
in the Germantown area.
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Coffee Sales

All of the coffee and chocolate has now been
sold. Much of the money raised through this
activity will go directly to support youth activity
in the church, such as Work Camp. Thank you to
Jennifer Maloney and Lesa Sullivan for ensuring
this successful program took place.

National Capital Area Community

Food Bank Trip

Join us Saturday, April 18, when the Social
Ministries Committee and the Confirmation
Program will co-host a trip to the National Capital
Area Community Food Bank (located in DC). We
are scheduled to sort food there from 9 am until
noon. Please meet at the church at 7:45 am and
we will return by 1 pm. Please sign up at church
so we know how many are coming (sign-up sheet
will be available at the narthex). Although this is
a confirmation service event, we encourage
everyone to join us. Confirmation students must
have a signed permission slip to attend and all
students can earn SSL hours for this project.
Please bring an easy-to-eat snack. Contact Ben
Shuman (Social Ministries) at 240-683-9005 or
Steve Masterman (Confirmation Program) at 301-
279-7388 for more information.

Not by Bread Alone
Gaithersburg HELP gives food to
those in need. Recently, both their
budgets and staff have been
stretched thin. We’re thankful that
PoP has helped Gaithersburg HELP
(and people in need) in the past.

SOUPer BOWL Sunday, we collected many cans of
stew to benefit our food pantry, Gaithersburg
HELP. This year 273 cans of food were collected.
Thank you to all who participated.



Throughout March, we are collecting canned
pasta sauce, but we will accept any non-
perishable food item. Please bring these items to
the church and place them in the basket labeled
“Non-perishable food” by the back door.

Casseroles for Luther Place

This year 27 casseroles were collected and
delivered to the N-Street Ministries shelter. Last
year 34 Casseroles for Luther Place were
delivered to the N-Street Ministries Shelter in the
District. To learn more about N-Street Ministries
go to http://www.nstreetvillage.org/.

Gifts of Hope

The Gifts of Hope Christmas Market program
offered the opportunity to pick out a special gift
in honor of a friend, family member, teacher, co-
worker, or business associate. PoP generated
many funds for worthy charities through the
program this year, including $330 which went
directly to a prison chaplain in Boyds, MD for
ministry costs such as purchasing Bibles. Thanks
to Ellen Michael and Rita Scherping for
coordinating the fundraiser.

Free Tax Filing for All

Everyone loves statistics, so here goes. It costs an
average of $205 to file a Federal tax return via a
paid tax preparer if there are itemized
deductions using form 1040, Sch. A. According to
The Washington Post, one in five paper returns
has some kind of error, but only one in 100
electronically filed (e-filed) returns has an error.
This is due in part to the fact that e-file software
checks math and finds errors. Don’t forget that if
you are expecting a refund, e-filing also means a
more rapid return.

For years, low to moderate income filers have
been able to use a program called Free File that
enables them to e-file without paying for
preparation. Be aware that several e-file services
are now available online at www.irs.gov. Some of
these services are available to persons of all
incomes.

The IRS also offers free tax preparation help to
the elderly, as does the AARP. See the IRS
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program and IRS
Tax Counseling for the Elderly program on the IRS
website, and see the AARP for information about
their programs at 1-888-227-7669 or
www.aarp.org/money/taxaide.
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National Lutheran Home

Looking for an easy opportunity to get involved at
Prince of Peace? Consider becoming our National
Lutheran Home Keyperson. The responsibilities
include advertising NLH Events at PoP and
conducting one Auxiliary Membership Drive at PoP
each year. If you would like more information,
please contact Donna Von Wald (301-330-0404;
DLHSJVW®@RCN.COM). Our 2009 Membership Drive
will be in May so that would be a great time to
learn the ropes.

The Home is also in need of volunteers to spread
joy to the residents. It is conveniently located
near Darnestown and Glen Mill Roads. Consider
volunteering at the Home:

The Pal Program, sponsored by the NLH
Auxiliary, is a wonderful opportunity to share
your time with a lonely person. The Pal Program
is a one-to-one visitation program where you are
matched with an elderly resident. Visits are made
at any mutually convenient time at least once a
month. Bringing your children for a visit makes it
even more special. For more info, call 301-424-
9560 x250. You will find that the happiness you
give others brightens your day as well!

1. NLH Visitor Programs for those who can’t
make an ongoing commitment.

2. The Small Fry Visitor Program is an
opportunity to take your small children to
the National Lutheran Home to brighten
the days of the residents.

3. The Special Visitor Program is for you if

you can’t make an ongoing commitment,

but are willing to make visits at the

National Lutheran Home.

If you have a friendly, calm pet, consider

participating in the Pet Visitor Program.

5. The E-Pal Program at the Home is looking
for folks to communicate with Residents
via Email. If you would like to participate
or get more info, send a note to
resident@nlha.com.

There are many other volunteer needs such as
reading to residents and wheeling-around wheel-
chair-bound residents. There are also
opportunities for students to earn SSL hours.

For more details on these programs, contact the
NLH Director of Volunteer Services, Adele Warnke
(301-424-9560 x221).



Lenten Sharing Bags

Once again this year we will have the Lenten
Sharing Bags. This popular event helps us collect
supplies for charities in the area. This year we
will collect goods for the (1) the Langley Park
Latino Ministry at the University of Maryland, (2)
Camp Safe Haven, and (3) the Children’s Inn at
the National Institutes of Health (NIH).

The Latino Ministry is a campus ministry reaching
out to college students (go Terps!). Camp Safe
Haven is a place for children with HIV or AIDS to
forget the significant challenges they face every
day. Finally, the Children’s Inn at NIH is a place
for children at NIH receiving treatment and their
families. Each of these charities needs help this
year.

This year, we will launch the Lenten Sharing Bags
program on Sunday, March 8 and collect the bags
on Sunday, March 29, one week prior to Palm
Sunday (which is April 5 this year).

Foreclosure Crisis

Many people in Montgomery County have lost
their homes as a result of the recent economic
crisis. If you or someone you know has lost a
home or is at risk, please be aware that the State
of Maryland has set up a hotline to provide
assistance at 1-877-462-7555. Free counseling,
gap and refinancing loans, as well as mortgage
fraud investigation services are available through
the state hotline.

Refuge in Times of Trouble

If you know a member of the congregation who is
sick, in the hospital, or in need, please let us
know! The Social Ministries Committee can offer
services such as food, cards, or other specific
needs. We can’t help if we don’t know. Contact
Lesa Sullivan at 301-330-3686 or
stevesullivan@comcast.net.

Join the Team!

Want to become a part of
the Social Ministries Team?
Consider coming to the
meetings! We meet the first
Tuesday of each month at
7:30 pm. Our next meeting
will be at 7:30 pm on
Tuesday, March 3.
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For Women Only

March 2: Women’s Luncheon Please
join us at 11:30 at Cosi in the Kentlands. For
more information about this event, contact
Bonnie Keller at 301-444-4580 or
emilbonniekeller@verizon.net

March 14: Sisters in Faith Annual

Conference

If you signed up and turned in your registration
form, look on the hall bulletin board to see who
signed up on the pink card for drivers and riders.
Contact Bonnie Keller for further info at (301)
444-4580; emilbonniekeller@verizon.net.

Women’s Book Group
We will meet Thursday, March 12, 2009 to discuss
Freedom Writers Diary by The Freedom
Writers,with Erin Gruwell.
Nancy Wolejsza is hosting
the gathering, which starts
at 7:30 pm. RSVP to Nancy
at nawolejsza@aol.com or
301-762-0665.

From the Publisher:
Shocked by the teenage
violence she witnessed =
during the Rodney King riots

in Los Angeles, Erin Gruwell

became a teacher at a high N

school rampant with hostility and racial
intolerance. For many of these students - whose
ranks included substance abusers, gang members,
the homeless, and victims of abuse - Gruwell was
the first person to treat them with dignity, to
believe in their potential, and help them see it
themselves. Soon, their loyalty towards their
teacher and burning enthusiasm to help end
violence and intolerance became a force of its
own. Inspired by The Diary of Anne Frank and
told through anonymous entries to protect their
identities and allow for complete candor, The
Freedom Writers Diary is filled with astounding
vignettes from 150 students who, like civil rights
activist Rosa Parks and the Freedom Riders, heard
society tell them where to go - and refused to
listen.

Next Meeting: April 16, 2009 - The Shack by
William P. Young



May 2: Women of ELCA 2009 Spring

Convention

Information and forms to register are on the hall
bulletin board. Location will be at St. Luke’s in
Silver Spring. The cost is $20, unless you are
under age 40, then you are FREE. Questions?
Contact Bonnie Keller at 301-444-4580;
emilbonniekeller@verizon.net.

Upcoming Events
The Metro DC Synod Assembly will
be held this year at Galludet

University May 8-9! Each congregation of
our Synod sends its Pastors and two or more
voting lay members to this annual meeting of our
Synod. At its next meeting, the Council will be
electing lay members of our congregation to go to
the Synod Assembly as our voting members. If
you’re interested in being considered for one of
these slots, please contact David Yaney
(dyaney®@currentgroup.com; 240-793-3514).

Yard Sale returns on May 30!
Our annual Yard Sale is always a
great community event, with

food music and, of course, lots of
great treasures to be found! Mark
your calendars now, start sorting
through your closets and basements
for donate-able treasures, and be sure to stop by!

Vacation Bible School - July 13-17!
Our Vacation Bible School is a couple of weeks
earlier than it usually is, so mark your calendars
now! Through Bible stories, skits, music and fun,
kids learn together about God’s love. Come and
join us!

Special Dates

» March is Women’s History
Month

« International Women’s Day,
March 8

« St. Patrick’s Day, March 17

» First Day of Spring, March 20
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A Little Extra Something

» We can stand affliction better than we can
prosperity, for in prosperity we forget God.
—Dwight L. Moody

« If you’re not as close to God as you used to be,
who moved?
—Anonymous

 Love is a fruit that is in season at all times, and
within the reach of every hand.
—Mother Teresa

» The greatest gift is a portion of thyself.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

« No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no gall,
no glory; no cross, no crown.
—William Penn

Peace

Father, Mother, God,

Thank you for your presence

during the hard and mean days.

For then we have you to lean upon.
Thank you for your presence

during the bright and sunny days,

for then we can share that which we have
with those who have less.

And thank you for your presence

during the Holy Days, for then we are able
to celebrate you and our families

and our friends.

For those who have no voice,

we ask you to speak.

For those who feel unworthy,

we ask you to pour your love out

in waterfalls of tenderness.

For those who live in pain,

we ask you to bathe them

in the river of your healing.

For those who are lonely, we ask

you to keep them company.

For those who are depressed,

we ask you to shower upon them

the light of hope.

Dear Creator, You, the borderless

sea of substance, we ask you to give to all the
world that which we need most—Peace.

—Dr. Maya
Angelou



A Different Kind of Prayer

Heavenly Father, help us remember that the jerk
who cut us off in traffic is a single mother who
worked 10 hours today and is rushing home to
cook dinner, help with homework, do the
laundry, and spend a few precious moments with
her children.

Help us remember that the pierced, tattooed,
apathetic young man who can’t make change
correctly is a worried 19-year-old college
student, balancing his apprehension over finals
with his fear of not getting his student loan for
next semester.

Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum,
begging for money in the same spot every day
(who really ought to get a job!) is a slave to
addictions that we can only imagine in our worst
nightmares.

Help us remember that the old couple walking
annoyingly slow through the store aisles and
blocking our shopping progress are savoring this
moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy
report she got back last week, this will be the
last year that they go shopping together.

Heavenly Father, remind us each day that of all
the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love. It
is not enough to share that love with those we
hold dear. Open our hearts not to just those who
are close to us, but to all humanity. Let us be
slow to judge and quick to forgive, and show
patience, empathy, and love.

Jer Josp Jeap

Contact the Pastors

Pastor Steve and Pastor Sarah are working together
to make sure that pastoral care needs are met. To
be certain that one of them is always “on,” Pastor
Steve takes Fridays off while Pastor Sarah takes
Mondays off. You can reach both of them at the
church office, or contact them by cell phone or
email: Pastor Steve: 301-980-0160;
pastor@poplutheran.org; Pastor Sarah: 202-870-
8363; pastorsarah@poplutheran.org.

Come t0O mention it, | guess
I was blinded, beaten, ship—
wrecked, and imprisoned
.. | guess I was TOOf
BUSY SERVING i
t0 notice . -

The ApoOstle Paul, toD wrapped up in his love for
God to notice his own problems, THAT'S A NICE
PROBLEM FOR LIFE,
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